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Abstract: Forest fragmentation results from deforestation and disturbance, with subsequent edge 
effects extending into remaining forest areas. Fragmentation of the Amazon has led to huge 
concern regarding conservation, as fragmentation is known to affect biodiversity and forest 
services. Forest close to a fragmented area is more exposed to the outside environment. 
This changes in growing conditions alters the plant community and favour a different suit of 
plants.  The main objectives of this study were to document edge effects of small-medium scale 
fragmentation. Smaller scale fragmentation is of growing concern and not as 
researched.  We wished to add to existing knowledge and investigate its impacts on forest floor 
by studying changes in environmental factors and in plant communities. The research was 
conducted in Caxiuana forest reserve, Para, Brazil. Two transcends were established, one within 
20 m of the forest edge and one 800 m from the edge, in this case representing the forest 
interior. Sampling area was 5 x 1m:1m and repeated in both environments.  
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